* Ghost Sarah

tales vary,

spooky
7 By NANCY NEFF
¢ Stalf Writer, The Sentine;

Fulten County has a ghost,

One need only mention the
name ‘'Sister Sarah' 10 prompt
any one of a varlety of stories
about the ghost that haunts a
Henry - Township home on Fort
Wayne Road, east of County Road
B25 East. ’

Some people say she was a nun
“who 'kllled orphans. Others will
tell you she was a witch. There
are any number of tragic varia-
tions on the tale — that'she was
unwed and pregnant when she.
Jumped from a-second-story win-
dow of the home, that she was an
unfalthful wile carrying antther
man's child and jumped from the
window to escape a fire set by her
jealous husband. .

Be all that as it may, there is o
grave of a Sarah Mclntire in the
small Danlel M, Mcintire
farnlly cemetery near the home.

The Wayne Arnett family has
lived.in the home for eight years
and members have yet to see
1igns of a ghost, but former resi-
dent Beb Bradway has.

“"We knew the storles before we
moved in,"” sald Mrs. Arnett
""The people who have lived here
didn’t just move in and out. We
moved here {n 1981 and have been
here since.”’

“1 know that when we [irst
bought the house, I thought ‘och,
gee,'" she sgald. "But there's
always B reasonable explanation
for things.”" ~ -

For instance; she said that
when they lirst moved Into the
home, the garage door closed on
its own, or 50 it seemed. She said
that when they walked into the
garage, they noticed that a broom

-deor control-button.

Bob Bradway firmly Dbelieves
there is a ghost. It might not be
Sarah Mclntire's ghost, but there
is one, he says,

“ had slipped agalnst the garage

-name

~zncbecause she aras one of us-part of —

Bradway says he has teen the

apparition twice, and the famlly

named [t Sister Sarah from the
Sarah Mclntire on a
gravestone in the old cemetery
behind the house.

*“Whether she.really is Sarah,
that's somethlng only the ghost
would ' know,"” says Bradway.
“We named her Slster Sarah

" the family."”

Which story 1s true about

Sarah, Bradway and the Mclntire
family are uncertain. - .
" *I have no way of knowing the
truth about-Sarah,' sald Brad-
way. "'l have no idea whether the
stories about Sarah ‘are true or
not, It was told td me that she was
a Mclntlre glrl that wasn't mar-
rled and was pregnant.”

Bradway, who says he would
take B lie detector test to prove
his truthfulness, sald he saw
“Sister Sarah".twice, once when
hls wife mlso saw her and another

" time when he was alone.

He szld that one nlght he and
his wile were asleep in bed and
were awakened. : : )

“'One -night ~— you know how
you sense things — it was late at
night and me and my wife had
been asleep and all of a sudden
we woke up,” he said. o
" There, staring at his wife and
him was an apparition with long
hair and a light<olored robe. He
said he could not see her facial
features and admitted that the on-
ly way he knew it was a female
was the long hair. He gaid he |
could not identily the color of the
ghost's hair._ .

*She didn't really glow,” he
said, "She was an image. She was
a phadow, 'and yet she wasn't.
Within an ipstant, she was gone.
We never moved, just locked at
Turn topage 2 :
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The other time Bradway sald
he saw “Sarah" was alter he
heard nolses from upstairs late at
night at a time his flve daughters.
were (o b in bed asleep, "'l heard
a nolse — the  upstairs door
always squeaked. [ thought I'm
‘going to catch the glrl that's up.”
— — mstexd@ it war Sarah . |
"That was when he saw.who 'was

wandering ~around upstales.’ At

ather times when he heard noises
late at'night, he had spanked his .
five grade-school-aged daughters
for running around when they

-— - —should have-besn in bed-aslesp — "~

*I've heard stories about Sarah
locking doors and.loud nolses —
"that never happened when we liv.

o ..Nw._.,m_._...;.m..s._.:a_. m.x.,......._..__._.._..._...r_ -

ed there,” Bradway said. *‘She -

* Puced the floor upstairs. It wasn't
an old house's floor creaking, we
heard footsteps. ’ L

*Nooe of us were ever alarmed
or alrald. I'm .not afrald of
ghosts. We never had any ‘real
probiems with her and we never
Teft lights on because we were
alraid," he added.

He 'said the only times Sarah
acted up was when she overturn-
ed a Christmas tree one night
because it was {n ‘"her territory™
and when she would sometimes
turn pictures face down on g

shell.

7 Bradway said that when the
Christmas tree was overturned,

he at first thought his dog had "

done it, but the dog had been"
chained cutside ali that night.
And the girls all had beéh.in wom
asleep.

. *"'Those, are the . only
distrubances we ever had,"” he
sald. ""She never did anything to
indicate she was harmful to us.
We just sometimes felt the
presence of sornething there,"

" Alenzo Melntire, who offered
family records ln traclng infor-
mation. about Sarah Melntire,

noted that the information s con-

tradictory. He added that he does
not believe there Is a ghost,

HuinpAccording i tos waa__wﬁwm&w.mm.m
there:were, at;least é.:.uoy,m&ﬁ_.

, n.%ug__
McIntire’s - sons,", Richard {#d#d"
_»Thomas, 'married women- ndmed’
“*77Sarah.” And - Ellott’ and s Leah
" Woods. MclIntire .\ named: a

" daughter, born In"1862, Sarah;o. s

(2 Melntires.” Two.y of & Dan

. legend has it thét-the-Sarah who
jumped:to her death was Sdrah -
Hoover, ‘who married .Richard
MclIntice, on' June' 17, 1855,, She

: m:na an-Nov, 4, 1873 at the age.o
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. One Sister Sarah version has it
that she. was pregnant wlith'
another man’s: child, -When the
child"was born, Richard killed it .
and then. set the' house on. fire,

" Sarah escaped by jumping out of
‘the’' upstairs . window, Richard

. supposedly was killed Inthe fire,

- However, seven years after his
wife's: death, Richard remarried
and fathered children from’that

_ mmarriage, according to the 1280

- U.S.Census, - - -

" But ancther veriion . deplets...

- Sarah as not marrying. Supposed-

- - ly, she killed her. mother.' Her

" father then dates another woman,

Sarah stabs the other woman, the

father sets the house on ffre and

again Sarah is'killed froma fump ™
from the window to escape’ the

blaze. : S
This story also contradiets

records since Sarah, daughter of

" Elilott McIntice, died at the age of

57 In 1917 in Athens. In- 1877,

Sarah Mcintire and Adam Barrile

appled for a marriage license,

according to the Julyyll edltion of -
the Rochester Sentinel that year.
Here is a list of other,Sister
‘Sarah stories: . A
* Cal! her name and . she“ap-

-pears in a pulf of smoke; R

" *-She haunts her grave: -

* She walks around csrrying a -
candle at'night; S o
* Pour a glass of water over the
grave and'return a half hour later.
“to find & glass fuil of blood; C
. . * People don't live on the pro;
perty very long: - N,

* *.Brush grows incredibly fast

around things there. -

" Bradway admitted he never

-told anyone about seeing Sister

Sarah until the famlly sioved
. from the house. "Back then,. if
you talked ‘like that, peopie
thought you were ready for the

‘logney bin. Now I don't care what,

-people'say. If they want to believe
it, fine. 7f not, that's fine ton "
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